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Brunswick, and subsequently himself Regent, was also of the
party. The stories of Max and Moritz by William Busch
had just come out at the time, and on all occasions everyone
quoted verses more or less apt. Prince Albrecht was specially
good at this, and therefore much looked up to by us children.
I remember that we once undertook an excursion from Norder-
ney to Heligoland, where the Governor, Sir Henry Maxse,
showed us over the island, which at that time still belonged to
England.

At the end of our stay at Nordemey we made a stormy
voyage in the paddle-steamer " Roland " to Wllhelmshaven,
which, in June, had been opened as a naval harbour, and
there, for the first time in my life, I saw German ironclads.
As we arrived in the roadstead, I was standing in the bows of
the " Roland/' and with a beating heart watched the huge,
tall rigging, and then the hull of the foremost vessel gradually
come into sight, a sailor telling me this was the " Konig
Wilhdm." Soon after the " Kronprinz " and the " Friedrlch
Karl/" that were lying behind her, became visible.

The closer we came, the more powerful was the impression
made upon me by the " Konig Wilhelm," then probably the
largest ironclad in the world. Heavy on the water lay the
ironclad hull of this colossus, from whose gun-ports a row of
21 on. guns looked menacingly forth. When we had anchored
near to her I gazed speechless upon this mighty ship towering
far above us. Suddenly shrill whistles resounded from her, and
immediately hundreds of sailors swarmed up the sky-high
rigging and lay out on the yards. Three cheers greeted my
father as we were being rowed over, while Admiral Jachmann,
the victor of Jasmund, received us on the spacious deck. The
tour of the ship, whose crew then consisted of about a thousand
men, revealed to me an entirely new world. What impressed
me most, after the massive rigging, was the long tier of guns
with their heavy polished muzzles. Admiral Jachmann gave**
us tea and all sorts of rich cakes in his fine large cabin. This
cabin, like the rest of the living-rooms, was fitted up In the
solid English style which had been developed by long tradition,
and though one was on a battleship, gave an agreeable Iinpres-